


Nut pte UL. Hatin — at Vi ladel hea 

WMV. Definite - 

| (ital: oa 1899 
Ave 

| S reguct ti rept lo you Thad Mee heyeau 

Dolled wecetrced hy, wh fer sou yard fast are gute (ee 

fourr 10 Verde formerly received rn dof teed Gf ntel , 

tk Aarge proportion pit Angeti fer cocna.ge prepared 

from Mane ty Mid defor Tinent of te Nunt ave retuned 

upon eur hands hy Nee Cooiner as torhard, bottle and / 









woltescesscille with fuel Tag mepeire at lael toe nueltigs, 
ofeamen reassay ready udtncat ( Hindarc, ¢-eack 


wales A Maude wtte wore cv eas abdotute less 6 
dulwer, The endt sinoludeucg Utd d/ metal is Mhprefere servoud. 
Ty can Lefintheanere jorfectly, wth teas bots dfrmetel 
by cul meflning,, sMoiafere more palafactirly te To 
Gevonmeut account 


| 


Cenacdocing Thee freed wee wf Mas hint fev 
a large amenwt work oluseng, he Mouth , beat wf 
tee hint aur eapacttp, J rapetfally sgt 
that wo can wetter amore worlamly acon liwh cur qucla 

f work, ty rfenug the Mepican dollars woll aed 
beny pape Afully yourd 

LO 

LP cs, eon (NY 
Apountindere 


s 


760 Yyp- 


4 





a 





U. S. Mint, Melter and Refiner’s Department, 


PHILADELPHIA, PENN., 









—L 2 


Melter and Refiner. 











ee 


a, 
No. of Enclosures, 


vale a a 
| MQ. eh Bolan, 
| SX Sale, 7 \S49, 





NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 118 


[Abstract:] On account of the hard brittle quality of the metal... 760 %4 


Mint of the U. States — at Philadelphia 
M & R Department 

Philada. 

October 3, 1879 


Sir 


I regret to report to you that the Mexican Dollars received by us for some years past are 
quite inferior to those formerly received in softness of metal. A large proportion of the ingots for 
coinage prepared from them by this department of the Mint are returned upon our hands by the 
Coiner as too hard, brittle and liable to blister, and therefore unfit for coinage. If we are to render 
them fit for coinage by refining in the crucible with fluxes, they require at least two meltings, 
often more, reassay, readjustment of standard & each operation is attended with more or less 
absolute loss of silver. The cost, including loss of metal, is therefore serious. They can be refined 
more perfectly, & with less loss of metal, by acid refining, & therefore more satisfactorily to the 
Government account. 





Considering the pressure upon this Mint for a large amount of work during the month, 
about up to the limit of our capacity, I respectfully suggest that we can with more certainly 
accomplish our quota of work, by refining the Mexican Dollars with acid before alloying them 
again for coinage. 


Very respectfully yours, 
Jas. C. Booth 
M&R 


Hon. A. Loudon Snowden 
Superintendent 


